10/26/2005 07:44 3037444653 



GATES CORPORATION 



PAGE 03/08 



III, In the Claims. 

1. Please amend claims 8, 11-13 and 15. 

2. Please cancel claims 9, 10, 14 and 19-28 without prejudice or disclaimer of subject 
matter. 

1. (Withdrawn) A method of marking a belt comprising the steps 
of: 

selecting a first thermoplastic material that is optically 
distinguishable from a belt body; 

joining the first thermoplastic material to the belt body; 
and 

etching the first thermoplastic material in order to 
contrast the first thermoplastic material with the belt 
body. 

2. (Withdrawn) The method as in claim 1 further comprising 
joining a second thermoplastic material which is optically 
distinguishable from the first thermoplastic material to the 
first thermoplastic material * 

3*. (Withdrawn) The method as in claim 2 further comprising 
etching the second thermoplastic material in order to 
contrast the second thermoplastic material with the first 
thermoplastic material . 

4. (Withdrawn) The method as in claim 1, wherein etching 
comprises cutting a pattern into the first thermoplastic 
material . 

5. (Withdrawn) The method as in claim 3, wherein etching 
comprises cutting a pattern into the second thermoplastic 
material. 

6. (Withdrawn) The method as in claim 1 comprising forming 
transverse teeth in the belt . 
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7. (Withdrawn) The belt as in claim 1 comprising curing the 
belt with peroxide. 

8. (Amended) A belt comprising: 
an elastomeric body; 

a tensile member extending along the belt in a longitudinal 
direction; 

a' first thermoplastic layer applied to the elastomeric body; 
the first thermoplastic layer having an opening whereby a 
portion of the elaslsomeric body contrasts with the first 
thermoplastic layer ; 

the first thertroplastic layer being optically 
distinguishable from the elastomeric body; 

a second thermoplastic layer adjacent to the first 
thermoplastic layer ; and 

the second thermoplastic layer having an opening whereby a 
portion of the second, thermoplastic, layer contrasts with the 
first thermoplastic layer . 

9. (Cancelled) The bolt qq in claim 8 comprjkKmg ?- 

a Dooond fchcrmoploatic layer adjacent to the f irot 

t ho rmop 1 ao t - i r o — toy ea ? 7 — fefce — second — thcrmoplaotic laye g — ±& 

optically — diotinguic i hablo " from — fefee Stogt lihermoplaotio 

layer , 

10. (Cancelled) The bolt, aa - i - n- claim B further ■ comprioing s 

the — first — thormoplaotic- layer having — em - opening whereby a 
p e- rfei - on — e£ — the — elaotomeric — body — contraofro — wd r t - h — vhe — first 
thormoplaoti - o-l - ayer , 

11. (Amended) The belt as in claim 8 wherein the opening 
comprises a pattern. 

12. (Amended) The belt as in claim _8 4r4, wherein the first 
thermoplastic layer is selected from polyethylene, 
polypropylene, polyester, polyamide, polyvinyl i dene 

JT44QSfiorm3/con5n.doc 1Q/25/2005 

PAGE 4/8 * RCVD AT 10/26/2005 9:45:13 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/0 * DN1S:8729306 » CS1D:3037444653 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-56 



10/26/2005 07:44 3037444653 



GATES CORPORATION 



PAGE 05/08 



chloride, polyvinyl chloride or a combination of any two or 
more of the foregoing. 

13. (Amended) The belt as in claim 8 ±& further comprising 
transverse teeth on the elastomeric body. 

14. (Cancelled) Tho belt an in olaim 10 further comprioingi 

the acaond thormoplaatio layer having an opening whereby a 
portion of tho poooncl thormpplaotia layer contrasts with tho 
l ii u l i hcrmoplaatic layer . 

15. (Amended) The belt as in claim 8 *+, wherein the second 
thermoplastic layer is selected from polyethylene, 
polypropylene, polyester, polyamide, polyvinyl idene 
chloride, polyvinyl chloride or a combination of any two or 
more of the foregoing. 

16. (Original) The belt as in claim 12 wherein the first 
thermoplastic material has a color different from an 
elastomeric body color. 

17. (Original) The belt: as in claim 15, wherein the second 
thermoplastic material has a color different from a first 
thermoplastic material color. 

18. (Original) The belt as in claim 10, wherein the elastomeric 
body is selected from HNBR r EPDM, SB*, CR, NBR, NR or BR or 
a combination of any two or more of the foregoing. 

i£-r (Cancelled) A belt comprising r- 
a - n olaatomoria body ?- 

e^-E enoilc member cnteftding along - the belt in a longitudinal 
direction; 

a thcsrmoplaotio layeir applied to the olaotomoric body? — a«4 
the thermoplastic laye * ? - being optically distinguishable from 
the olapfeomeric body . 
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20. (Cancelled) The bolt ao in claim IP further oompriofaay r 

L l xi Lh aj-L uoplaotiG layer having an opening therein wh eascby a 

portion Of fefee e laotomoric body contraota wdrfcfe feke 

thermoplastic layer . 

21. (Cancelled) The bolt: ao in claim 30, wherein the opening 
c u mpi^igoa a-pattcrn . 

22. (Cancelled) — b olt -ao a** cLaira 20, wherein — -teke 

fr hcrmoplaQtio layoi e ±e aolcotod from polyethylene. 

polypropylene, ge- lyootcr ? polyamidc, p o lyv i ny 1 i dene 

ahlorido, polyvinyl chloride or a combination of any two or 
more of the gorogo - fea f , 

23. (Cancelled) The be 3.-4= — ae — in — claim 20 — further — comprioittg 
trano v croc teeth on the olaetomoric body . 

24. (Cancelled) I £he — be^-fe — ae — — claim — 3-9 — wherein — fcke — firofa 
■ tefccrmoplaotd r c — Htatenial — tea — a — color different — §as®» — an 
e fe*3tomcric body color . 

25. (Cancelled) Tke fee^e as in claim w herein — -fcfee 

olaotomcric body io Delected from IINDR. EPDM, SDR, CR> WBR r 

5^ BR — or a — comhina - trHDR — — any — two or — more — o£ — feke 

foregoing . 

25. (Cancelled) The fcolt ao in claim wherein fefee 

■ thormoplaa - t - ikj — layer in — vinually diatinguiohablc — from — fefee 
belt body . 

27. (Cancelled) The — method — ae — &» — olaim — In — heroin — otohia g 
compripco using a laoor light to create a pattern in the 
first thormopD r SKJtic material . 

28. (Cancelled) £he — m ethod ■ ao — *a — claim — 3^ — wherein — etching 
comprises uoing a : » aocr — light — fee — create a pattern in th e 
oceond thermoplastic; material . 
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